Worksheet: genitive and dative cases

[This worksheet accompanies the video on the uses of the genitive and dative cases
by Alastair Harden, and the video on their forms by Henry Cullen]

Full table of the definite article

masculine feminine neuter
S | Nom. 0 0\ 10
I | Acc. TOV ™mv 10
N | Gen. 100 TG 00
G [Dat. ™ T 0
P | Nom. ot ot Ta
L | Acc T0Ug TG a4
U | Gen. Qv v v
R | pat. 101G Taig 101G
Genitive and dative of paradigm nouns
TN (1st declension) Aoyo¢ (2nd declension m) S®pov (2nd declension n)
Gen sg TG Adyou dwpou
Dat sg T Aoyw Swpw
Gen pl TIWV Aoywv Swpwv
Dat pl TLHOIG Aoyolg dwpolg
Genitive and dative of 1st declension alpha variant nouns
xwpa Bdlaocoa
Gen sg XWPOAG BaAaoong
Dat sg Xxwpa BaAdoon
Gen pl XwpWv Balacokv
Dat pl Xwpaug BaAdooalg
Genitive and dative of 1st declension masculine nouns
kpttng (m) veaviag (m)
Gen sg KpLttol veaviou
Dat sg KPLTH veavia
Gen pl KPLTQV VEQVLDV
Dat pl KPLTOIG veavialg

Note that the genitive singular is the only ending for masculine 1st declension nouns
that is different from the feminine 1st declension endings




THE GENITIVE
Genitive - 'of' — possession
| see the judge's house = | see the house of the judge

op® TNV T0o0 Kpitou oikiav — the 'sandwich’
op® TNV oikiav trVv tod Kpitou — repeated article construction

op: see; oikia: house; kpltng: judge

Genitive: related to 'of' as possession:

Lineage: Kipog tod KapBuoou éyéveto — Cyrus was born the son of Cambyses
Quantity: 060¢ Tpuwv NUépwV — a journey of three days

Quality: avBpwmnou dyabod oty €U Mpdooelv — it is of a good man/person to act

well —it is the quality of a good person to do well

gyévopnv: | was born; Tpeic: three; nuepa: day; GvOpwmoc: man, person; €0: well;
npacoelv: to do

Genitive — 'of' — partitive genitive

The genitive is used for the whole of a group or thing when you are talking about
interacting with a part of that whole:

Aamékteva Oktw TV otpatiwt®yv — | killed eight of the soldiers
anéktewva: | killed (aorist tense); oktw: eight; otpatiwtng: soldier
Genitive — comparative

The genitive is used with a comparative adjective (more x, e.g. 'stronger’, 'happier')
for the noun being compared to whatever is described by the comparative adjective:

N Bed kpeloowv €oti Tol yiyavtog — the goddess is stronger than the giant
Bdooov €6papov avtold — | ran more quickly than him

Bed: goddess; kpeioowv: stronger; yiyag: giant; Bdoocov: more quickly; €6papov: |
ran (aorist tense); autog: he, him

Note: -0g is the genitive singular ending for the 3rd declension. The definite article
helps you to spot the genitive here.

Genitive — agent with passive verbs (Uno + genitive)

Active sentence: 0 BaotAelg 0pq Toug vautag — the king sees the sailors



Passive sentence: ol vautal op@vtat UTo tod Bachéwg — the sailors are seen by the
king

Bao\eug: king; vautng: sailor

Genitive — time within which

The genitive is used to express the time during which something happens (e.g. "I'll be
home within three days")

Genitive — time phrases

VUKTOG — during the night

€KAoTNG NUEPNG — each day

APOC — in spring

XELLWVOG — in winter

B€poug —in summer

S6UO6AlyoD — soon, after a short time
61 moAAo0 — after a long time

to0 Aountod —in future

énit Kipwvog — at the time of Kimon

Note: again, you can see the 3rd declension genitive singular in -og (sometimes
mixed with a vowel) in many of these phrases.

Genitive with certain prepositions — away from

Preposistions are words that describe when, where or why an action happen:s.
Specific prepositions govern nouns in particular cases, and a number govern the
genitive. Generally, the genitive indicates motion out of and away from.

amno —away from

€k / €€ — out of

katd — down from; down upon
napd — from

v BaciAiooav idov Basdiloucnv amod TéV Telxéwv — | saw the queen walking away
from the walls.

Baoilooa: queen; €idov: | saw (aorist tense of 6p®); Badilovoa: walking (present
participle); anoé + genitive: away from; telxog: wall

Genitive with certain prepositions — 'of'

Avti — instead of
61a — through, through the midst of



€ni— upon, on top of

HETA — with, in the company of

niepl — about, concerning, on the subject of
npo — in front of, on behalf of

Umép — over the top of; on behalf of

UT6 — under; on account of, by

Genitive with prepositional adverbs

aveu — without

€€w, €kt — out of, outside
elow, évtog —into, inside
€yyug — near

évavtiov — opposite

g€veka — on account of
omoBev — behind

TIAAV — except

noppw — far from

See Alastair's video for additional, more advanced uses of the genitive.
THE DATIVE
Dative — 'to' — indirect object

Verbs of giving take two objects — a direct object (accusative) and an indirect object
(dative)

0 kpitng €dwkev aTH TNV B{BAov — the judge gave the book to her.
£6wkev: he / she / it gave (aorist tense verb; autn: she, her
Dative — 'for' — advantage and disadvantage

The dative is used for a noun for which the action in the verb has a clear advantage
or disadvantage.

ABrvn BonOel tolg"EAAnowv — Athena gives help to the Greeks — advantage
ol Aakedaipodviot toig ABnvaioig payovrtal — the Spartans fight the Athenians —
disadvantage

ABnvn: Athena; BonBnow: | will help, | will give help to; "EAAnv: a Greek;
Nakedapuoviog: a Spartan; ABnvalog: an Athenian pdyxovtat: they fight

Note: -o1(v) is a standard dative plural ending for the 3rd declension. The definite
article can help you identify the dative plural form.



Dative — possession
The dative can show possession with verbs of being.

€0Tl poL avnp — there is to me a husband — | have a husband
TEKVOV ULV yevroetal — there will become for you a child — you will have a child

poL: to me, for me (dative of éyw: 1); dvp: man, husband; tékvov: child; Uulv: to you
(pl.), for you (pl.) (dative of Uuelg: you (pl.)); yevioetat: he / she / it will become
Dative — instrument

The dative is used to express the means or instrument with which someone
performs the action of a verb.

g€koev éun meAékel — she struck me with an axe

g€koev: she struck (aorist tense verb); €ué: me (accusative of éyw); meAékug: axe
Note: -Lis the standard dative singular ending of 3rd declension nouns

Dative — time when

The dative case is used to state the specific point of time when something happened.
Dative — time phrases

TeTdptn NUEPQ — on the fourth day

i) votepaiq [NUEpa] — on the next day

au' nuépa — at daybreak

év peonupPpiq — at mid-day

€v ToUTW [xpovw] — meanwhile (lit. 'at this time')
€mi toutolg — after this (lit. 'upon theese things')

Dative with prepositions — place where

é&v—in

€ni— on, upon, because of, for the purpose of
napa — alongside, beside (especially people)
niepl — about

TpO¢ — at, by, near; In addition

olv / Euv — with

UT6 — underneath

See Alastair's video for additional, more advanced uses of the dative.



Practice sentences — genitive (answers at the end of the worksheet, and
explanations in Henry's video)

1. tpé€xw mpog TRV To0 otpatnyod oikiav.

(vocabulary — otpatnyoq: general; oikia: house)

2. AKOUOWMEV TAG TWV AyyEAWV dwVac.
(vocabulary — &yyelog: messenger)

3. 1 kopn tov 100 didaokdlou imnov puldcost.
(vocabulary — 6tdaokalog: teacher)

4. oltfig Bedg Adyol poPov pépouaty.
(vocabulary —Adéyoc: word; dépw: carry, bring)

Practice sentences — dative (answers at the end of the worksheet, and
explanations in Henry's video)
1. ta 1ol dyyélou xpripata Tolg vautalg Sidwpt

(vocabulary — 6i6wut: | give)

2. ol imnol tpéxouotv év T® aypQ.
(vocabulary — aypoc: field)

3. ol imnol tpéxouaoty €ig TOV Aypov.

4. 0 moAitng T® kpLtfj oL TLOTEVEL.
(vocabulary: motebw: | trust)

5. motebw Ti TG Beds dwvij.



Practice sentences — genitives: translations

1. tpéXw mpog v To0 otpatnyol owkiav.
| run towards the house of the general.

2. AKOUOWMEV TAG TV AYYEAWV GWVAG.
We hear the voices of the messengers.

3. 1 kOpn tov tol Stdaockalou (nmov puldooel.
The girl guards the horse of the teacher.

4. ot Bt AdyolL poBov dépouatv.
The words of the goddess bring / produce fear.

Practice sentences — datives: translations

1. tatol dyyglou xprpata Toilg vautatg SidwL.
| give the money of the messenger to the sailors.

2. ol imnol tpéxouotv év T@® ayp®.
The horses are running the in the field.

3. ol innol tpéxouaoty €ig TOV Aypov.
The horses are running into the field.

4. 0 moAitng T® Kpttf) ol TLOTEVEL.
The citizen does not trust the judge.

5. motebw T T Oeds Pwvij.
| trust the voice of the goddess.



