Plato, Symposium 203a-203e
[text discussed by lain Ross]

Ote yap éyeveto n Adpoditn, notidvro ol Ogol ol te GAAOL Kal O Tig
MATSoc VoG Mopoc. Enmeldn &¢ édeimvnoav, mpocattioouca olov
&1 ebwyiacg olong adiketo f Nevia, kat AV Tept Tag BUPAS. 6 oVV
Népog peBuobeic Tod VEKTAPOc— 0Lvog yap oUmw AV—Eeic TOV Tol
AO¢ kijrov eloeAOwv BeBapnuévog nUSev. fi odv Mevia
érmBouAevovoa Sl TRV aUTig dmopiav awdiov mowocacOat €k Tol
Moépou, katakAivetal Te map aUT@® Kal €kUnoe Tov Epwta. 610 &n
kal tfig Appoditng dkdAouBog kait Bepanwy yéyovev 0"Epwg,
yevvnOelig év Tolg ékelvng yeveBAioLg, kal apa UoEL EpacTng Wv
TEPL TO KOOV Kal ¢ Adpoditng kaiic oliong. dte odv Ndpou kal
Meviag VOGS WV O"EpwG €v ToLAUT TUXN KABEOTNKEV. TPHOTOV UEV
névng del éott, kal ToAoU ST amaldg Te kal KaAdg, otov ol oANoL
olovtatl, GAAQ OKANPOG KAl AUXUNPOG Kal Avurtddntog Kat GoLkog,
XOHLOUTTETNG AEL WV Kal AoTpwTog, €Ml BUpaLg Kat €v 0601
UTaBpPLOG KOLUWUEVOG, THV TG LNTPOG dUsoLY Exwy, Ael évdeia
oUVOLKOG. Kot 8& ol TOV matépa EMiBOUAGC £0TL TOTC KAAOTC Kal
To1g AyaBbolg, avdpeiog Wv Kal {tng kal cuvtovog, Bnpeutng SEVAG,
Ael Tvag MAEKWY pnXavag, kat ppovioews EmBupuntng Kat
niopLuog, prhocod®v Sia avtog tod Biou, Sevog yong kat
dappakelg Kal codLotng: Kal olte wg aBavatog mépukev oUTE WG
Bvntog, AN totE pev TG alThg NUEpag BAAAEL Te kal iy, Otav
eumopnon, tote 6& Anobvhokel, MAAy 6& avaPBlwoketal dLd thv tol
natpog GpuoLy, 1O 6& mopLlopevov Ael UTIEKPET, Wote 0UTE AMOPET
"Epw¢ MoTé oUte mAoUTEL, codiag te al kal dpadiag év uéow £oTiv.

For when Aphrodite was born, the gods had a feast, and among them
was the son of Metis, Plenty. And when they had dined, Poverty
arrived to beg, since there was a feast, and she was [hanging] around
the doors. And so Plenty, drunk on nectar — for wine did not yet exist —
came into the garden of Zeus and fell into a heavy sleep. And so
Poverty, plotting because of her lack of plenty to have a child by
Plenty, lay down beside him and conceived Eros. Because of this, Eros
has become both a follower and servant of Aphrodite, having been
conceived on her birthday, and likewise he is by nature a lover of
beauty, since Aphrodite too is beautiful. And so, because he is the son
of Plenty and Poverty, Eros is in the following condition. First, he is
always poor and far from being soft and beautiful, as most people
think, he is hard and rough and shoeless and homeless, always
sleeping on the ground and blanketless, lying down in doorways and
streets in the open air, since he has his mother's nature, always living
with want. But by contrast, according to his father['s nature] he is a
plotter after the beautiful and the good, and is brave and forward and
eager, a clever hunter, always weaving some plan, and a striver for
knowledge, and inventive, loving wisdom throughout his whole life, a
clever wizard and a druggist and a sophist. And by nature he is neither
immortal nor mortal, but at one time on the same day he will thrive
and live, whenever he prospers, and at another time he dies, and
comes back to life again because of his father's nature, and what he
gains is always flowing out from under him, so that Eros is never either
without resource or rich, but is in a state between wisdom and
ignorance.

[translation by lain Ross]



