Aorist tense worksheet
[this worksheet accompanies the video by Simon Costello on the 1st and 2nd / weak
and strong aorist]

The aorist is the equivalent of the simple past tense in English. In English, that tense
is usually formed by adding —ed to the end of the word: e.g. 'l play' becomes |
played'; however, there are a large number of English verbs that do not follow this
rule, but instead use a different form from that used in the present tense.
Sometimes the difference is only small (e.g. 'l run' becomes 'l ran'); sometimes it is
very significant (e.g. 'l go' becomes 'l went').

The situation for the aorist tense in Greek is very similar. There are two ways to form
the aorist, the second of which involves changing the stem.

The first aorist

The first aorist (sometimes called the weak aorist) is formed by adding an epsilon
augment to the start of the verb stem, as in the imperfect tense, and adding a sigma
to the end of the stem, as in the future tense. When a verb stem ends in a
consonant, adding the sigma can lead to a spelling change:

/o=y
K/Y =§
{/6=0

The first aorist has its own set of endings. They are very similar to those of the
imperfect tense. The key marker is that the majority of the endings contain an alpha

(a):

1st person singular I -a
2nd person singular you -aG
3rd person singular he/she/it -g(v)
1st person plural we -QUEV
2nd person plural you -ate
3rd person plural they -av

With all these elements in place, the first aorist is very simple to spot:

nav-w  —> é-nav-o-a ='l stopped'
akoLW —> H-Kou-o-a ="'l heard'
Slwkw —> €-6lw-§-a ="l chased'
EATtilw —> A-Aut-o-a ="'l hoped'
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Practising the forms of the first aorist

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. énavoapev 1. They cried
2. ébakpuoarte 2. We heard
3. Eypaev 3. Ichased
4. Akouoa 4. You (p) wrote
5. &navoav 5. She stopped
6. €dlwée 6. We hoped
7. AAuoag 7. You (s) cried
8. &ypayav 8. You (p) stopped

First aorist practice sentences

1.

JACT

N "Hpa TV yuvak®v HKOUCEV.

(Vocabulary: yuvaik@v — genitive plural of yuvr, 'woman', a third declension
noun; AkoUw can take a genitive instead of an accusative when a person or
persons is being referred to)

dpa TaC émotoAdc éypaag;

1006 éEAédavtag EPulacapev.
(Vocabulary: éAédavtag — accusative plural of éAédag, 'elephant’, a third
declension noun)

0 AXWAAeUG TOV "EKTOpa €8lwEeV.
(Vocabulary:"Exktopa — accusative singular, third declension noun)

Tag BiPAoug oUK EkAea.
(Vocabulary: kAémtw — steal)
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Second aorist

The second aorist (sometimes called the strong aorist) involves a change to the stem
from the present tense stem. Sometimes the change is quite small; sometimes it is
quite significant; sometimes the aorist stem is very different from the present tense
stem:

BaAw —> €-BaA-ov = | threw
Aappdavw —> €-Aap-ov = | took
TPEXW —> €-8pap-ov = | ran

The same rules about adding the augment apply to the second aorist. The second
aorist uses the same set of endings as the imperfect tense:

1st person singular I -ov
2nd person singular you -€G
3rd person singular he/she/it -g(v)
1st person plural we -OlEV
2nd person plural you -€1€
3rd person plural they -ov

The second aorist stem will make it clear that the verb is aorist rather than the
imperfect.

Some common second aorists

Present tense Aorist (stem underlined) Meaning
AapBavw é\afov | take
anoBvhokw anéBavov | die
BaA\w EBaAov | throw
Aéyw €lov | say/speak
ayw Ayayov (ayay-) | lead
TPEXW €bpapuov [ run
€00lw €dpayov | eat
pnaveavw E€uabov I learn

Most textbooks and grammars give lists of important second aorist stems.

A lot of English words derived from Greek verbs are formed from the second aorist
stem (e.g. mathematics is derived from the aorist stem of pavBavw).
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Practising the forms of the second aorist

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. éAdPopev 1. Shelearned
2. édayete 2. They took
3. Ayayev 3. You(s) ate
4. E6papeg 4. We threw
5. amébavov 5. You (p) died
6. elnete 6. You (s) ate
7. €PBale 7. lranin
8. eionyayov 8. Heate

Second aorist practice sentences

1. 1 KAeomdtpa toV oivov EAafev.

2. évTi dyopa éudBopev.
(Vocabulary: dyopd — marketplace)

3. 0 IZwKpATNC Tolc ABnvaiolc imev.

4. &pa tol¢ maldog ic TV oikiav elonyayeg;

5. 0 Aewv TOV KapRAov Edayev.
(Vocabulary: kapnAog — camel)

Answers are given in the video and at the end of the worksheet.
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Augmenting compound verbs
Many Greek verbs are formed by adding a preposition to the front of a verb:
eloBaMw = | throw in

If a compound verb is in the imperfect or aorist tense, the augment comes after the
prefix:

eloéBalov = | threw in
Sometimes this leads to the vowel at the end of the prefix being lost:

arnoBarw —> anéBalov
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Practising the forms of the first aorist: answer key

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. énavoapev = we stopped 1. They cried = é6dkpuoav
2. é€8akpuoarte = you (p) cried 2. We heard = nkovooapev
3. &ypayev = he/she wrote 3. lchased = édlwéa
4. fikouoa = heard 4. You (p) wrote = éypaate
5. &navoav = they stopped 5. She stopped = €navoe
6. €6ilwée = he /she chased 6. We hoped = AAnticapev
7. AAmoag = you (s) hoped 7. You (s) cried = éddakpuoag
8. &ypayav = they wrote 8. You (p) stopped = énavoate

First aorist practice sentences: answer key

Hera heard the women.

Did you (s) write the letters?
We guarded the elephants.
Achilles chased Hector.

| did not steal the books.
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Practising the forms of the second aorist: answer key

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. éAaPBopev = we took 1. She learned = €uabeg(v)
2. édayete = you (p) ate 2. They took = EAafBov
3. Ayayev = he/she led 3. You (s) ate = €dayeg
4. E6papeg =you (s) ran 4. We threw = ¢BdaAopev
5. amnéBavov = | /they died 5. You (p) died = aneBavete
6. einete =you (p) said 6. You (s) ate = Edayeg
7. €Bale = he/she threw 7. lranin = gioédpapov
8. elonyayov = I/they led 8. He ate = €paye(v)

Second aorist practice sentences: answer key

Cleopatra took the wine.

We learned in the market.

Socrates spoke to the Athenians.

Did you lead the children into the house?
The lion ate the camel.
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