Euripides, Alcestis 691-705

[text discussed by Maria-Elpiniki Oikonomou]

Xaipelg opv pO¢ matépa &' ol xaipelv SOKEIC;

A LAV TTOAUV Ve TOV K&Tw Aoyilopat

Xpovov, TO 8¢ Tijv opLKpOV AAN" dwG YAUKU.

oL yoUv dvatd®g Stepayou to pun Bavelv

kal {fjg mopeABwV THV MEMPWEVNV TUXNV, 695
TAUTNV KATOKTAC: €T AV duyiov

PEYELS, YUVALKOC, G KAKLGD', AOONHEVOC,

i To0 kaAoD ool mpouBavev veaviou;

codp¢ & €bnilpec wote un Bavelv norte,

el tv mapoloav katbavelv nmeiloelg det 700
yuvaly Unep col- KAt ovelsilelc dpiloLg

101G 1N BENouoL 6pav Tad’, alTOg WV KAKOG;

olya: vouule &', €l oU TV cautod PLAElg

Puxniv, eV anavtag: €L & AUAG KAK®DG

€peTg, akovuon mMoAAA kKou Peubii Kaka. 705

You rejoice seeing the light? Do you think that your father does not rejoice?
Indeed, | reckon the time below is long

but living short but, nevertheless, sweet.

And so you persisted in fighting shamelessly to escape death

and you are alive, bypassing your destined fortune, 695

killing her —then you blame my cowardice,

you most evil one, being inferior to a woman,

who died for you, the fine, young man?

Wisely you discovered how not to die ever

if you always convince your current wife to die 700

for you. And then you reproach your friends,

the ones who do not want to do that, even though you yourself are so bad?
Be quiet! And think: if you love your

life, everyone loves theirs. And if you talk badly about us,

you will hear many — and not false — bad things about you. 705

[translation by Maria-Elpiniki Oikonomoul]
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