Future and Imperfect Tenses Worksheet
[This worksheet accompanies the video on the future and imperfect tenses by Simon
Costello]

The future tense

The future tense is used for an action that will happen AFTER the time of writing or
speaking. In English we use "l will..." / "I shall..." /"I am going to..."

In Greek the future tense uses the SAME endings as the present tense:

1st person singular I -W

2nd person singular you -ELG

3rd person singular he/she/it -€L

1st person plural we -OlEV
2nd person plural you -€1€
3rd person plural they -ouot(v)

The future tense is marked out from the present tense by adding a sigma (o)
between the stem and the ending: mal — o — w= | will stop

When a verb stem ends in a consonant, adding the sigma can lead to a spelling
change:

/o=y

K/Y =§

{/6=0

Practising the forms

(Vocabulary: ypddw — | write; Sakplw — | cry; Stwkw — | chase; koAdlw — | punish;
Aeinw — | leave; mavw — | stop)

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. mavoopev 1. lwillcry
2. dakpuoel 2. They will stop
3. ypayete 3. We shall chase
4. Aeipouowv 4. You (p) will leave
5. KOAdoEeLg 5. She will punish
6. Swéw 6. You (s) will cry
7. Sakpuoouot 7. We will write
8. Aeipelg 8. He s going to chase
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Future tense practice sentences

1. nAdpoditn tolic dvBpwmoug KOAACEL.

2. Ttoug vautag StwEopev.

3. Apa TAC EMOTOAAC YPAPETE;
(vocabulary: a@pa — turns a sentence into a question; ériotoAn — letter)

4. o0 Ayapépvwy ol dakpuoEeL.

5. ta 6Mpa év i) oikiq Asipw.

Answers are given in the video and at the end of the worksheet.
Imperfect tense

The imperfect tense used for a repeated or continuous action in the past. In English,
we usual form the imperfect as "l was —ing", "we were —ing" ("l was" = the
imperfect of the verb 'to be') for a continuous past action, and "l used to..." for a
repeated past action. For some verbs (e.g. "want", "have") the simple past form is

also used as an imperfect (e.g. "I had a dog").

In Greek, the imperfect has its own set of endings, most of which are similar to or
the same as the present tense endings:

1st person singular I -ov
2nd person singular you -€G
3rd person singular he/she/it -g(v)
1st person plural we -OlEV
2nd person plural you -€1€
3rd person plural they -ov

The 1st person singular and 3rd person plural have the same ending; context will
usually help you work out which is being used.
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The imperfect tense is also marked out by an augment at the front of the verb stem.
For verbs that begin with a consonant, the letter epsilon (€) is simply added to the
front of the stem:

nav-w = "i stop" €-mav-ov ="l was stopping

With verb stems that start with vowels, this results in the vowel changing by
lengthening. Verbs that already begin with an epsilon, and those that begin with
alpha (a) are augmented by changing the letter to eta (n) — you may have to look up
a form starting with alpha or with epsilon to find the correct verb (with verbs that
start with omicron (o) the letter is changed into omega (w)).

akou-w ="l hear" A-kou-ov = "l was hearing"

€0éN-w = "i want/wish" A-BeX-ov = "l was wishing"

Practising the forms

(Vocabulary: €6éAw — | want; éAntilw — | hope; Aapdavw — | take)

Translate into English: Translate into Greek:
1. é\appavouev 1. lwas listening
2. édakpuete 2. She was stopping
3. AAmov 3. He wascrying
4. nkoue 4. We used to take
5. €8dakpueg 5. They wanted
6. &mauvete 6. You (s) were hoping
7. é\apBavov 7. You (p) were stopping
8. NBelev 8. | was listening

Imperfect of the verb 'to be

1st person singular I n/Av
2nd person singular you noBa
3rd person singular he/she/it Av
1st person plural we AHEV
2nd person plural you nte
3rd person plural they Aoav

These forms are irregular, but very common, so you will soon become familiar with
them.
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Imperfect tense practice sentences
1. 0'08ucoelC TOV olvov ENGpBavEV.

(Vocabulary: oivov — wine)

2. &vTi oikid €6akpUopey.

3. ol ABnvaiol tolg Beoig €Buov.
(Vocabulary: 60w — sacrifice)

4. dpa codn Noba;

5. 0 Aegwv TV innov AoBLev
(Vocabulary: Aewv (3rd declension) — lion; £66iw — eat)
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Future tense forms answer key
Translate into English:

navoopev — we will stop
Sdakpuoel — he/ she will cry
ypayete — you (p) will write
Aeipouoty — they will leave
koAdoelg — you (s) will punish
Swwéw — | will chase
Sdakpuoouat — they will cry
Aeipelg — you will leave
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Translate into Greek:

1. Iwill cry — dakpluow

2. They will stop — mavoouot

3. We shall chase — 6wwéopev
4. You (p) will leave — Aelpete
5. She will punish — koAdoel

6. You (s) will cry — dakpuoelg
7. We will write — ypayopev

8. Heis going to chase — Slwéel

Future tense practice sentences answer key

1. Aphrodite will punish the men.
2. We will chase the sailors.

3. Will you (p) write the letters?

4. Agamemnon will not cry.

5. 1 will leave the gifts in the house.

Imperfect tense forms answer key

Translate into English:

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.

é\apPdavopev — we were taking

€6akpuete — you (p) were crying

AATlov — | was hoping / they were hoping
fikoue — he/she was hearing

€6akpueg — you (s) were crying

€navete — you (p) were stopping
éNauBavov — | was taking / they were taking
fBeAev - he /she was wanting / wanted
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Translate into Greek:
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.

Imperfect tense practice sentences

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

| was listening — fjkouvov

She was stopping — Emaue(v)

He was crying — €6dkpue(v)

We used to take — éAapBavopev
They wanted — {Belov

You (s) were hoping — AAmeg
You (p) were stopping — énavete
| was listening — fjkouvov

Odysseus was taking the wine.

We were crying in the house.

The Athenians were sacrificing / used to sacrifice to the gods.
Were you wise?

The lion was eating the horse.
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