Present participles worksheet
[this worksheet accompanies the video on the present active participle by Maria-
Elpiniki Oikonomou]

What is a participle?

A participle is an adjective formed from a verb. As it comes form a verb it has tense
and voice, and can have a direct or indirect object or complement; but it behaves
like an adjective, and so qualifies a noun, meaning that it has case, gender and
number:

Smiling, the girl opens the door.
The participle, 'smiling':

* comes from a verb ('to smile')

* describes the girl

* shows us something that is happening at the same time as the action in the
main verb. Its form remains the same irrespective of the tense of the main
verb:

Smiling, the girl opened the door.
The same situation occurs in Greek.
Forms of the Greek present participle

The masculine and neuter forms follow the pattern of the third declension. The
feminine forms follow the pattern of the first declension:

Masculine Feminine Neuter
S Nom. EXWV g€xyovoa £xov
I Acc. £xovta £xouoav £xov
N Gen. £€xovtog £€youaong £YovTog
G. Dat. £xovtL £€xouan £xovtl
P Nom. £XOVTEG £xouoal £yvovta
L Acc. £€yovtag £€youvoag gxovta
u Gen. £XOVIWV gxouoQv £XOVTWV
R. Dat. gxouat(v) £éyovoalg gxoual(v)

Note that the -vt- of the stem drops out in front of -oL(v) in the masculine and neuter
dative plural. This form is the same as that of a 3rd person plural present tense verb;
context will make it clear whether the word you are looking at is a 3rd person plural
verb or a participle.
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Present participle of the verb 'to be'

Masculine Feminine Neuter
S Nom. wv ovoa ov
I Acc. ovta ovoav ov
N Gen. 6vtog olong 6vtog
G. | Dat. dvti olon dvti
P Nom. OVTEG oloat ovta
L Acc. ovtag oloag ovta
u Gen. OVIwv ouo®v OvVIwv
R. Dat. oloL(v) oloalg oloL(v)

Using the present participle

The present participle can convey a range of meanings in Greek:
Aéyouoa, 1) KOpN ETMECEV.

Speaking, the girl fell.

While speaking, the girl fell.

As / when she was speaking, the girl fell.

Because she was speaking, the girl fell.

(meo- = second aorist stem of nirtw, | fall).

to0to Aéyouoa, | KOPN EMECEV.

Saying this, the girl fell.
While saying this, the girl fell.

Participles can tell us information about the subject of the verb when no noun is
used and we infer the person from the ending:

TV oikiav Asimwv xpripora nOpev.
Leaving the house, he found money.
(e0p- = second aorist stem of eUpiokw, | find).

The masculine nominative participle tells us that the otherwise unspecified subject
of the verb is a man.

Sometimes the participle is best translated as a separate clause describing the noun
it agrees with:
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TOUG otpatnyols éBavpaca dvdpeioug Gvtag.

| admired the generals, who were brave.
(literally, " I admired the generals, being brave.)"

Working with participles in Greek sentences
* Find the participle, and dentify its case, gender and number
* Make sure you are clear which noun it agrees with
* Try the literal translation of "—ing" first, then see whether it is better
translated as
o Atemporal clause — while/when/since/as
o A causal clause — because/since/as
o Arrelative clause — who, which, that
The participle with the definite article
The participle is also used with the definite article

0 Talg 0 TOV (TImoV SLWKWV EKET LEVEL.

The child — the one chasing the horse —is staying there.
The child who is chasing the horse is staying there.

TULOTEVOUEV TOIC VEQVIALG TOIG TLUAG EXOUOLY.

We trust the young men who have honours.

The participle can also be used with an article but without a noun:
oi tou¢ AiBou¢ BaAAovteg pelyouaoty.

The ones throwing stones are fleeing.

N TNV £MLOTOANV MEUMOUGA VOOOV EXEL.

The one sending the letter has a disease.

Cf. 0 Gpxwv = the one ruling = the ruler.

Practice sentences

1. T {®a E€AyovTeg, ol veavial TOV ONTAY €150V.

(vocabulary — I®ov, to: animal; édyw: | lead out; mowntrg, o: poet; i6-

second aorist stem of op®, | see)
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2. 1OV oltov €00iovteg, ol maideg tov ol yépovtog pibov Akouv.
(vocabulary — ottog, 0: food; yépwv, yépovtog, 0: old man; pdog, o: story)

3. TRV 060V oU) EUPLOKOVTEG, €V ALUEVL EUEVOLEV.
(vocabulary — Awunv, Awpévog, o: harbour)

4. 0O ylyag O tac 6pviBag £€00iwv pEyag Te Kal XOUAETIOG £OTLV.
(vocabulary — 6pvig, 0pviBog, 1: bird; xaAemnog, -1, -ov: cruel)

5. ol tov noAepov €B€hovteg pwpotl eiotv.
(vocabulary — pwpag, -a, -ov: stupid)
Practice sentences — extension
6. €8uwEate TOUG KPLTAG TOUG Adikwg Kpivovtag.

(vocabulary — &bikwg: injustly; kpivw: | judge)

7. ol oU dpelyovteg MOAQ €v Tfj dyopd AEyouotv.
(vocabulary — moAA&: many things)

8. ol 10l¢ KpLTalG MIoTEVOVTEG OUSEMOTE TAGKOUOCLV.
(vocabulary — o06émnote: never; mdoyw: suffer)

9. Baupalopev tolg veaviag ®pa tolg Beols pEpovtag.

10. ot vadtat ta mAola puAACGoVTEG TOUG OAEUIOUG PeVYELV KWAUOUGLY.
(vocabulary — moA€uiog, -a, -ov: hostile; can be used as a noun to mean "the
enemy"; pevyelv: to flee (infinitive); kwAVw: prevent)
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Practice sentences — answers (see video for full explanation)

Leading out the animals, the young men saw the poet.

Eating their food, the children were listening to the story of the old man.
Not finding the way, we were staying in the harbour.

The giant who eats birds is both big and cruel.

Those wishing for war are stupid.

You chased the judges who were judging unjustly.

Those who are not being prosecuted / accused say many things in the agora.
Those who trust the judges never suffer.

We admire the young men who bring gifts to the gods.

10 The sailors guarding the ships are preventing the enemies from fleeing.
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